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Recommendations for the
State Level
Climate Protection

1. Increase energy efficiency to avoid energy loss in the energy system, to
incentivize energy saving, and to ensure affordability, with the ultimate aim
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Action Points
Set building requirements by establishing energy standards for public and private
buildings and providing incentives to reach these goals.
Repair leaking gas pipelines in the distribution system.

2. Establish and/or incentivize target-oriented, technology-open transportation
options for rural and dense population areas, which are energy-efficient,
affordable, and accessible, to reduce emissions from the transportation
sector.

Action Points
Find better ways to provide information on sustainable transportation options
(e.g. open data platform on mobility data, app).
Build infrastructure to support walking, biking, public transportation, and car sharing
options.
Reduce the price for public transportation to incentivize its use.

3. Implement climate adaptation strategies based on vulnerability assessment
to respond to the impacts of climate change, also with the aim of reducing
emissions.

Action Points
Create regional cooperation agreements.
Share best practices for adaptation strategies.
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Recommendations for the
State Level
Energy Security

1. Ensure secure, reliable, and crisis-resilient energy sources and supply as
well as secure supply chains for energy production.

Action Points
Establish smart energy infrastructure (e.g. funding smart meters, smart sensors).
Create a more diverse, clean, and sustainable energy mix.

2. Expand renewable energy and improve grid resiliency by, among others,
research and development and rollout of energy storage technologies.

Action Points
Encourage citizen participation in the energy transition to increase acceptance on
renewable energies.
Set standards to improve state grid by a certain year and make public investments to
prevent costs from being passed down to consumers.

3. Upgrade and update energy infrastructure (for example in the area of
transmission, heat, water, waste) as well as establish and/or improve
emergency preparedness in response to extreme weather events.

Action Points
Establish emergency plans that involve E-vehicles and bidirectional charging stations
and set standards to improve infrastructure by a certain year.
Make public investments to prevent costs from being passed down to consumers.
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Recommendations for the
State Level
Social Dimension

1. Design community-oriented, need-based, and inclusive policies to address
the needs of marginalized and neglected communities.

Action Points
Work with all community partners to develop survey tool for needs assessment and
establish a task force of similar people to then craft a community specific action plan
and implement it.
Introduce funds to address marginalized communities.

2. Improve and/or establish better, more accessible, and more affordable
education and workforce training options for the energy transition.

Action Points
Establish or expand state government collaborations with non-profits in the education
and training sector.
Exchange workforce development best practices.

3. Improve information and education on climate change and energy efficiency
to allow for more informed decision-making on energy production and
consumption and set incentives to accelerate the energy transition.

Action Points
Address disinformation on social media platforms on climate change and energy.
Encourage climate change education for all children in public schools and develop
workforce development strategies.
Incentivize adoption of clean energy transition.



Transatlantic Recommendations
for National and Subnational
Levels

Energy Security
1. Strengthen transatlantic cooperation on the energy transition through

developments of key innovations such as modern energy storage methods
and carbon-free energy production.

2. Through networking opportunities, enhance the exchange of transatlantic
best practices in the energy sector to accelerate the energy transition and
develop ways for states to benefit.

3. Work together to secure supply chains for necessary energy security
products and technologies by considering local factors (such as domestic
generation, transportation, and consumption), drawing on each other’s
strengths (e.g. through trade cooperation), and countering unfair practices
by other countries.

Climate Protection
1. Establish a transatlantic cooperation agreement to exchange best practices

(e.g. how to reduce bureaucracy for faster approval process) with special
attention to universal climate education for everyone, climate action, and
climate communication.

2. Strengthen German-U.S. collaboration on climate protection research and
development as well as workforce development by advancing cooperation
between universities and other research-oriented institutions, fostering
transatlantic exchange of students and researchers, and jointly strengthening
existing and creating new programs for workforce development for the clean
energy transition.

3. Enhance transatlantic cooperation on increasing the production of
environmentally friendly building materials and use of such materials to
reduce carbon emissions (through, for example, reducing market access
barriers, creating an investment-friendly environment, and granting
government support).
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Social Dimension
1. Jointly develop socially acceptable, need-based responses (following a bare-

necessities approach) to address currently rising energy prices and potential
future price challenges affecting the most vulnerable members of society.

2. Strengthen transatlantic cooperation on job creation to buffer the negative
effects of climate change and intensify collaboration with schools,
universities, and private companies to train workers, especially from
marginalized and vulnerable communities, to build and install new clean
energy systems.

3. Create a transatlantic alliance that exchanges best practices on programs
that allow for people to benefit from climate action and the transition to
renewable energy.

Transatlantic Recommendations
for National and Subnational
Levels
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About the Laboratories ofDemocracy
Initiative
The Laboratories of Democracy Initiative
brings together German and U.S. state legisla‐
tors to facilitate a values-based discussion and
an exchange of ideas about how to tackle
shared policy challenges on the subnational le‐
vel. Former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis
Brandeis once wrote about the power of states
as the “laboratory of democracy,” where new
and innovative policy approaches can be tes‐
ted. This project draws on that notion, focusing
on the role of state legislators in creating policy
solutions and fostering transatlantic relations.

The second round of exchanges in 2022 focu‐
sed in particular on the core issue of climate
and energy. The participating state legislators
from across Germany and the United States
engaged with their peers, state government re‐
presentatives, and other experts in interactive
digital programming and during two visits to
Schwerin, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania,
in May 2022 and Trenton, New Jersey, in Sep‐
tember 2022. Based on these exchanges, the
multipartisan group developed joint policy re‐
commendations for the state level and for
transatlantic cooperation.
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